THE   NEUTRALS
When that vast crowd, fired by Jaures' historical speech, thronged through the streets of Brussels shouting "Down with war!" the German Minister reported this to Berlin, with the addition: "A speech the reproduction of which would be superfluous"
Yesterday this Herr von Below had received by courier a mysterious envelope, with the order not to open it until receipt of telegraphic orders. In reality the Germans—-sympathetic judges who do not pronounce the death-sentence until immediately before its execution—did not leave the delinquent long in terrified uncertainty. He had long suspected this. For years Count von Schlieffen's plan, which held victory over France to be obtainable only by marching through Belgium, had been considered quite possible by Belgium's leaders, though always denied by the Germans.
Three years previously Bethmann had denied it in the Reichstag; Jagow, fifteen months ago, in the Foreign Affairs Committee; but when the Belgian Royal couple had paid their inaugural visit, the Emperor had at table made a "jesting' reference to the, matter of such a nature that the Secretary of State had still been trying in vain at the very railway-station to efface the impression from the minds of the startled sovereigns.
This  incident,  combined  with   the   construction of strategic railways in  Germany and the discoveries of French agents, had so increased the fear of a German invasion that the General Staff in Brussels made arrangements with the British Military Attache", in the event of a German attack, to give a British expeditionary force all  necessary information   concerning  roads,   supplies, munitions, etc. No treaty was concluded, there were no ministerial negotiations, the documents repeatedly contain the phrase: "Only if the Germans invade" The fact that no mention is made of the possibility of a French invasion is no immediate proof of France's virtue, but Qj&Iy of Belgium's confidence in France.
For two generations it had been the other way round.
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